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REPORT ON THE CERAMIC BUILDING MATERIAL FROM CROWLE CHURCH,
— CROWLE, LINCOLNSHIRE (CWCY)

- JANE YOUNG CERAMIC CONSULTANT

INTRODUCTION
Forty fragments of ceramic building material weighing 16.555kg were submitted for
— examination. The material probably ranges in date from the medieval to the early modern period.
The fragments were examined both visually and at x 20 binocular magnification. The resulting
archive was then recorded using Lincolnshire codenames in an Access database and complies with
the guidelines laid out in Slowikowski, e/ 4/ (2001) and the Lincolnshire County Council’s
Archacolggical Handbook (sections 13.4 and 13.5). Nine different glazed floor tile types have been

identified amongst the material examined and descriptions of these are given below.

CONDITION

The material recovered is in an abraded to slightly abraded condition. Most of the glazed floor
tile fragments have been heavily worn on their upper surface and several have mortar adhering to

= broken edges suggesting that they have been reused.

THE CERAMIC BUILDING MATERIAL

A limited range of ceramic building, mainly late medieval to post-medieval glazed floor tile,

was examined.

TABLE 1: CERAMIC BUILDING MATERIAL CODENAMES AND TOTAL QUANTITIES BY
FRAGMENT COUNT AND WEIGHT

BRK_
|GFLOOR Glazed floor tile
'NIB ' Nibbed tile

PNR  Peg, nib or ridge tile




The medieval to early modern roof tile

Sixteen fragments of flat roof tile recovered from the site were examined. With one exception,
all of the undiagnostic fragments are of 13% to 16% century type. Most tiles are in oxidised fine to
medium quartz-tempeted fabrics and have reduced cores. One of these pieces, however, has a
fabric similar to that found used for tiles manufactured in Beverley between the 12 and 15t
centuries (Armstrong 1991 and Potts 1996). One tile recovered from an unstratified context is of
later 16% to 19t century type. Three tiles had surviving suspension nibs. The eatliest of these came
from deposit 103 and has a moulded oval-shaped nib, possibly one of two, set near to the corner
of the tile. This tile is likely to be of 13t to mid 14t century date, although similar tiles elsewhere in
Lincolnshire date to as early as the last quarter of the 12 century. The second suspension nib
recovered from deposit 203 is of semi-circular shape and has been applied to the sanded side of the
tile. It is just possible that this nib also has been moulded, but has failed to release from the mould
and had to be re-applied. This tile is of 13% to 14% century type. The third nib has also been
applied to the sanded side, but has been cut back to form a sharp edge. This type of nib is in use

from the mid 13% to 15% centuries

The late medieval to post-medieval floor tile

Twenty-two fragments from twenty-one different glazed floor tiles were recovered from the
site. The tiles are visually similar to a range of examples found at St. Peter’s Church, Barton-upon-
Humber (Stopford 2011). Almost all of the tiles have heavily worn upper surfaces making
identification of nail holes difficult, but it is probable that most of these tiles, except Type 8, are of

Flemish-type. The tiles fall into three main identifiable sizes:
1) Small-sized (110 to 115mm square) — Site Types 2, 3 and 7.
2) Medium-sized (132 to 135mm square) — Site Types 5 and 6.

3) Large-sized (140 to 145mm square) — Site Types 1 and 4.



TABLE 2: FLOOR TILE TYPES

9. ) T
|Ik. S el m: 5e e .. 5 l: V_' R - S ;
Site Floor Tile Type 1 140 x 140 x 28 14" to 17"

Site Floor Tile Type 1 |98 x? x26 14" 017" |1
cut to triangle . - I
Site Floor Tile Type 2 110 x 110 x 20 16" to 18" |2

Site Floor Tile Type 3 [115x 115 x 22 14" 017" 3|
Site Floor Tile Type 4  [145x145x32 14" to 17" T
Site Floor Tile Type 5 132 x 132 x 20 14" 017" |3 {
Site Floor Tile Type 6 | 135x135x29  14"to 17" |1 1
Site Floor Tile Type 7 110 x 110 x 28 M4 to 17" 1]
Site Floor Tile Type 8 | ? x ? x 28 13" to 15" 1
Site Floor Tile Type 9 120x88x84x29 14" to 17" 1
cut to triangle B B i R
Unknown \ [1
Total tiles represented | ' 21 |

Site Floor Tile Type 1

The six examples of this type ate in fine orange to red colouted fabrics with a high calcareous
content. Five of the six tiles have a dark reduced green, almost black in some cases, glaze on the
upper surface. One of these tiles forms a triangle. It has been moulded as patt of a larger tile that
has been scored before firing and then snapped after firing. The sixth tile has a yellow glaze over a
thick white slip. One tile has obvious nail holes in the corners of the upper sutface. These could be
present on the other examples but the surfaces are so worn it is impossible to be sure. The nail

holes suggest that these large-sized tles are definitely of Flemish origin.

Site Fioor Tije Type 2

Both examples of this type are in fine calcareous orange to red coloured fabrics and have
extremely worn upper surfaces. Reduction patches an traces of red slip on the upper surface
suggest that the glaze would have been a dark reduced green. The fine bedding present on these
small-sized tiles and the slightly more competent manufacture suggests that they may be of a

slightly later date than the other tiles.



Site Floor Tile Type 3

The three examples of this type are in a fine orange to red fabric that is completely different to
that used for the other small tiles but is similar to that used for some of the larger tles. All three

tiles have a dark reduced green glaze.

Site Flgor Tile Type 4

A single example of this large-sized tle is in a fine dull orange fabric. The tile has a dark
reduced green glaze over a red slip. The upper surface is extremely worn but there appear to be a

least two nail holes at the corners of the tile suggesting that it is of Flemish origin.

Site Floor Tile Type 5

The three examples of this type are in a fine orange to red fabric and have dark reduced green

glazes. These medium-sized tiles are slightly less well manufactured than some of the other floor

tiles.

Site Floor Tile Type 6

A single example of this medium-sized tile is in a fine orange to red fabric and has a fairly thick

dark reduced green glaze.

Site Floor Tile Type 7

The single example of this small-sized tile is in a fine orange to red fabric. The tile has a dark

reduced green glaze, possibly applied over a red slip.

Site Floor Tile Type 8

Only a small fragment of this type was recovered from the site. The tile is in a fine calcareous
orange to red fabric that is similar to that used for some tiles at St. Petet’s Church, Barton on
Humber thought to have been manufactured at Bevetley (Stopford 2011). The upper surface of
this tile shows little traces of wear and has retained a thick dark reduced green glaze. Unlike all of
the other tiles recovered from the site this tile has heavily chamfered edges suggesting that it is of

13# to 15% century date.



Site Floor Tile Type 9

The single example of this triangular tile is in a fine micaceous orange to red fabric. The tile
has been moulded as part of a larger tile that has been scored before firing and then snapped after

firing. The tile has a dark reduced green glaze.

The late medieval to post-medieval brick

Two fragments from handmade bricks were found on the site. One fragment in a fine orange-
red sandy fabric with common iron-rich grains is from a slop-moulded brick of 125mm width and
57mm depth. Similar handmade bricks were manufactured from the 14% to 17t centuries in several
centres in North Lincolnshire and South Yorkshire. The smaller brick fragment is from a Bevetley-
type brick of 55mm depth. These bricks are of 14% to 16t century date and were probably made at

several centres in Lincolnshire and East Yorkshire.

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A mixed range of ceramic building material was recovered from the site. The group of glazed
floor tiles suggests several episodes of flooring within the church, mainly with tiles with a dark,
almost black, reduced green glaze. A single example with a yellow glaze suggests that there may
have either been a lighter coloured border or a chequered floor in part of the church. Little is
known about the ceramic building material sequence in this part of Lincolnshire and therefore all

of material should be kept for future analysis.
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