NORTH AXHOLME SECONDARY SCHOOL, CROWLE,
SOUVENIR  NOTES
FOR

ISLE OF AXHOLME RAILWAY FAREWELL TOUR,
Thursday, 1st. April, 1965.

HISTORY.

Most railways were built to serve industrial mneeds, but the Axholme
railway was built because farmers needed transport for their potatoes, sugar beet,
celery and other produce. In the 19th. century roads were bad and farmers had to
use horse and cart to reach the main line stations at Crowle Wharf, Goole or Haxey.
They urged the construction of a railway to serve their area. Eventually a Goole
and Marshland Railway was authorised in 1898 and the first sod was cut by Mr. Halkon
at Bastoft in that year. Before this original line from Goole through Reedness to
Fockerby was complete, plans were passed for an extension from Reedness through '
Crowle, Belton, Epworth to Haxey. The whole system was to be jointly operated by
the two main line railways which served Goole, the North Eastern Railwey and the
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway. The new .line was called the Axholme Joint
Railway. Unfortunately by 1905, when it opened, the motor car was already
invented and by 1925 the motor bus had made its appearance. Soon also the motor
lorry begen to compete for the agricultural traffic and the railway began to suffer.
By 1933 passengers were so few the line had to cease running passenger trains and
now the goods traffic is no longer worthwhile.

CHIEF DATES,

16, 8. 1898, Goole and Marshland Light Railway Order confirmed.

11, 3. 1899, 1Isle of Axholme Light Railway Order confirmed.

8. 1. 1900. Marshland Junction # Reedness Junction opened for goods.

31. 7. 1902. North Eastern and Lancashire & Yorkshire Railways purchase the
. lines and make them one systemn.

1.10. 1902. Line given the title "Axholme Joint Line".

10, 8. 1903. Marshland -~ Crowle and to Fockerby opened for passengers.

CTMETTT. 1904, - Crowle. - Haxey opened for goods.

2. 1. 1905, Crowle - Haxey opened for passengers.

22. 2. 1909. Hatfield Moor branch opened for goods,

17. 7.1933. Passenger trains ceased.

1. 2. 1956, Epworth - Haxey closed,

Nov. 1963. Epworth - Hatfield Moor closed.

1. k. 1965. ™North Axholme School Special",

2. k. 1965. Last goods train. '

CHIEF FEATURES OF ROUTE.

Leaving Goole we view the Docks on the left and cross the Dutch River,
a drainage canal built by the Dutch drainage engineers who reclaimed the Marshland.
We follow the main line to Doncaster for 2z miles to Marshland Junction., Here
the Axholme line begins., The first section of the route crossed the warpland and
there are three sidings on this stretch used originally by the farmers. Soon we
reach the Swinefleet Warping Drain and enter Reedness Junction. Here the railway
forks into two routes. We take the left hand fork end proceed to Eastoft,passing
two more farmers! sidings on the way. Luddington follows and we enter Lincolnshire
to proceed over the short stretch to Pinder's Siding and Fockerby.  Fockerby
station is in Garthorpe parish and we look over the Trent to see the Burton Hills'
escarpment, & wooded ridge and beauty spot on the east bank of the river with the
smoke of Lysaght's steel works beyond.
: The train returns now to Reedness and we then take the right-hand fork
and proceed towards Crowle., On the way we pass Peat Works Siding with Crowle
|Moors (burning at the moment) further beyond. At Spilman's Siding near Easingwold
and Rainsbutt Farns we enter Lincolnshire again and come to Crowle. We now enter
our first cubting and proceed to the Ealand depot beyond which the line climbs to
cross Crowle Swing Bridse over the Stainforth and Keadby Canal, Underneath is
also the power station road and the main line railway. Soon we go over the
arches spanning the A.18 main road and drop down to level land at Hagg Lane Siding.
Belton station is next and then the line climbs again on to an embankment past the
brickworks, crosses the main A.161 road and enters Epworth cutting. This is the
furthest we can go; the line to Haxey was demolished in 1956 and the branch to
Sandtoft and Hatfield Moors in 1963. Epworth station is therefore our terminus
and soon we are retmrning nortwards to Crowle,

P.T.O.




VIEWS.,

The fig%t view from the train is at GCrowle Swing Beidge.- Look left as
‘we travel south to see Keadby Power Stationi Lysaght's,Scunthorpe; +the Appleby-
Frodinghan Works; the tall lighting standards at the 01d Show Ground football
ground, Scunthorpe. Look right and if it is clear you can see over to Thorpe
Marsh Power Station near Doncaster,

A SPECIAL THANK YOU!

This must go from 2ll of us to British Rail, particularly Mr, Smith of
Hull for arranging our "farewell" tour. Normally the line is used only: for goods
trains and special Ministry of Transport permission was needed to allow us to use
it. Speed, of course, must be only gentle and we shall have to open and close
all our own gates as we reach them. Ve are very grateful to the train crew and
the District Inspector who came with us, for all they have done. We shall always
‘remember our last Axholme railway Journey.




